




















N umMB. XII. 


ON K. 





-----Vellem haud correpta fuiffet 


Militia tali---- 


Virg. 


tng; tuo Vultu figna tamentis habe. Ovid. 





From WEpNEsDAy, December 9. 


to Fripay, December 11. 1713. 





Ep FreEemAn, who, as I have al- 
ready inform’d the Reader, is more 1n- 
clin’d to Converfation than to Writing, 
was call’d upon by the Society at their 
lait fitting, for his Quota towards the Entertain- 
ment we had promis’d to the Publick 5 and after 
his careleis manner, putting his Hand into his 
Coat-Pocket, he threw a folded Paper upon the 
Tabie, without fayinga Word of what it was, or 
introducing it with any Speech. The whole 
Company fmiled, and own’d themfelves not a 
little {urpriz’d at Nep’s Readinefs im anfwering 
their Demand, when they expected to have been 
put of with fone pleafant Excufe. Itook up the 
Paper, by Order, and was going to read it, when 
Sir Antuur WiIMBLETON call’d to me to hold.---- 
And now, Gentlemen, fays he, before Mr. Ra- 
venscrorr begins, Pil venture a good Wager, it 
is fomething or other about the Ladies. This 
raisd a good deal of Mirth, when upon my 
reading the very firlt Words, it appear’d to be as 
Sir An-riga had cuels’d 5 for the Title of it was, 
On Fear a: mn. ‘Vhe Society refolv’'d to let it 
pafs in Nen’s free Way of Writing, without ma- 
king any Am ndments. The Doctor faid he al- 
ways took Mr. Freeman for a good Judge of 
Female Human Neture. Mr, Jounson fancy’d, by 
jome few Touches in it, that he wou’d fucceed in 
Good-humourd Satyr, «f he had not too much 
Gallantry to indulge his Vein mit. Sir Eusrace 
exprefs'd himfe!f well enough entertain’d, but 
fhook bis Head with a Smile at one cr two 
Paffages, and cryd----Nep’s aji/az, Nev’sa Wag, 
The Paper is as follows. 
_ Mrrron has given us a fine Diftinétion of the 
Iwo Sexes in his Defcription of the firft Pair in 
Paradile. | 
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Abfolute Rile---- 

She, as a Veil, down to her Shoulders broad 
Her unadorned Golden Tref]:s wore, 
Difhervell'd, but in qvanton Renglets wav'd, 
As the Vine curls her Tendrils, which imply a 


Subjettion---- 


Here Contemplation, Courage, and Dominion 
are afferted as Prerogatives of Man; and Softnefs 
and Subjection as proper to Woman. It muft be 
own’d that this Diftinetion in particular Inftances, 
is fometimes loft. The French Ladies have often 
rivall’d their Husbands, in Philofophy and Latin 5 
and ours, as we are a valiant People, and additted 
to Difpute about Matters of Government, have 
now and then the upper-hand of their Spoufes in 
the Articles of Courage and Dominion. Yet I 
have never heard of any Univerfities of Learned 
Ladies, nor of any Nations of valiant Females, 
except the fabulous Nation of the Amazons. 

It is generally thought, according to Milton’s 
Defcription, that Nature only has made this Dif- 
ference in the Sexes: That the Strength of Man 
difpofes him to Boldnefs in Danger, and that the 
tender Apprehenfions of the Fair Sex arife from 
the delicate Frame of their Bodies. But tho’ 
Courage may depend much upon natural Conftitu- 
tion, it 1s hard to fay what that Conftitution is. 
Strength does not fupply it, becaufe many {trong 
Perfons have little Courage 3 one wou'd rather 
think it fhou’d arife from an abundant Supply of 
Animal Spirits 5; yet if this were true, the Ladies 
woud have the Advantage, and wou'd be as fre- 
quently an Over-match for us in Action, as they 
are in Difcourfe. 

Leaving it therefore to natural Philofophers to 
enquire how far, and in what manner Conftitution 
of Body furnifnes Courage ; there are, | think,other 
Caufes into which this Difference in the Sexes may 
be refolv’d, fuchas Cuftom, Education, and a dif- 
ferent Manner of Life. And perhaps I need not 
have named any thing more than Cuftom, or the 
Fafhion. The Expectation of the World, and the 
Eyes of the Two Sexes turn’d upon each other, 
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might, for ought Lknow, be fufficient to keep up 
this Diitinction ; tor Valour in ‘Vian, is often no 
more than the Shame of fhewing Fear: And 
Fear in Woman, ts look’d upon by us as a Grace 5 
andis, betides, a kind of a filent Ca.l upon Man 
for his Affiltance and Protection, 

I fuppote then, that motwithitanding any natu- 
ral Diitinétion, if it were not tor Cultom and E- 
ducation, this Diftin¢tion wou’d very often be leit. 
‘hat Courage is to be acquir'd by Practice, like o- 
ther Habits, is certain, and has been prov’d by ma- 
ny Examples: Danger when it grows a familiar 
Acquaintance, lofes much of tts ‘Terror ; and fome 
Captains have become very enterprizing Men,who 
have at firit been terrify’d at every Fire ina Battle. 
The Bufinefs of the World, without Doors, lics 
onthe Men, and the Trouble and Hazard 1t ex- 
poles them to, is the Fine they pay for their Am- 
bition of governing it. The Women are excus’d 
from this. Domeftick Rule may perhaps fall to 
their Share 5 but in that they exercife their Power 
ata lefs Expence: And when they are abroad in 
the World, the Civility that is generally paid them, 
protects them from the Iniults to which Men are 
expos’ 5 for moft of our Sex have Knight-Erran- 
try enough to fence off any Danger that threatens 
them: So that they are accuttom’d to depend on 
the Guard of others, like effeminate Princes, that 
never fight but by Proxy. 

But where Cuitom and Education have been 
different from this, we fee the Effects are different 
too: As in France itis a Fafhion for Ladies of the 
better Rank to learn Latin and Greek 5 fo, in many 
Parts of Gamany, the Women, among the Common 
People, are inured to bear Fatigues and Hazards, 
like the Men; and I do not know whya iturdy Pa- 
latine Wife, who cou’d work and carry Burthens for 
her Husband,might not upon occafion fight for him 
too, iffhe thought he deferv’d it. The famous Maid of 
Orleans, that commanded the Frexc)Army, and {fo va- 
liantly defended her Country in the Time of our 
King Henry VI. was the Daughter of a Shepherd, 
and probably ow’d her Courage to a Life of La- 
bour, Hardfhip and Extreme Poverty. [I might 
produce other modern Examples of Female Cou- 
rage. Several Swvedt fh Women are faid to have 
put themfelves in Difguife, and to have fought 
under General Torjiexfon, 1 the. War with the 
Germans, about the Year 1645. and were difcover’d 
afterwards by {tripping of the dead Bodies. And 
inthe War of 1672. between France and the Ne- 
therlands, the Women of a Town in Holland made 
a bold Sally, and beat off the Befiegers 5 but in- 
ftead of iearching Hiftory for Inilances, I fhall en- 
tertain my Reader with one which is very remark- 
able, and which ifet down here from the Report 
of fuch Perfons as were Witneffles to the Truth of 
it. 

At the Siege of Namur, by King Wiliam, an En- 
hon call’d Robert Cornelius, was obferwd to fhew a 
morethan common Bravery. This Perfon, after 
having receiv’d feveral Wounds, being carried to 
be drett by the Surgeons, was difcover’d to be a 
Woman. ‘The Novelty was fo great, and fo fur- 
Prizing to many :n the Army, who had feen her 


Bravery on that and other Occafions, that it foon 
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they were to enjoy on the Birth of a Male Child, 
had caus’d her to be chritei’d as a Boy, and bred 
her up as fuch to an advane’d Age, before they 
thought fit to entruit even her feif with the Secret. 
Among other Diverfions fuitable to her fuppos'd 
Sex, fhe had learn’d to beat 4 Drum, and at Jatt 
lifted her elf fora Soldier. "Thisaiventrous Fe. 
male, who began,,. it feems, with taking a Fancy 
to that Initrument of Noife, was foon after made a 
Serjeant, and after that anEnfien. She had been 
in manyActions, undifcover’d, as fhe faid, till this 
Occafion. After the Peace of Refwickh, fhehad a 
Penfion given her ia Englund 5 fhe was at that time 
married to one of her former Comrades, and wag 
not many Years ago together with her Husband in 
Cheifea College. 

But Inftances of this kind are not frequent, and 
tho’ we may be furpriz’d at them, we are always 
fhock’d at them too. Courage does not fit weil 
upon Female Medeity, nor appear fo agreeable to 
that Softnefs that makes them the Object of Love; 
and [ havea fhrewd Sufpicion that none of the 
Virago’s, who have fignaliz’d themfelves in 
the Field, had any Domeitick Charms. Beauty, 
according to the Grek Epigram, is Woman's 
Streneth 5 or her Arms, as Anacieou has reprefent- 
ed it; and where that is wanting, Courage is 
2 mach weaker Supply. 

Fear, on the contrary, is fo far from being 
look’d on as a Weaknets in Woman, that it 
is a kind of additional Charm; perhaps we 
confider it as fuch, becaufe it flatters us with 
an [dea of our Superiority, and places them ina 
kind of Dependance on us. But whatever be the 
Reafon, L appeal to all my Male Readers, who are 
acquainted with Plutarch and Virgil, whether they 
are not more touch’d, when they fee the Beautiful 
Cleopatra confeis her Fear, and fly from the Battle 
of AXium, tho’ it loft Anthony the World, who 
was fo pufil!animous as to follow her, to his Ruin; 
than when they behold the Amazon Camilla, fo ad- 
mirably defcrib’d in Virgil, flying like a Fury among 
her Enemies, and fpreading the Ground with 
Blood, Brains, and mangled Bod::s? 

Fear foftens a lovely Face, and makes a hand- 
fome Woman appear handfomer. The Ladies feem 
fenfible of this, and I have obferwd that grea 
Beauties are the fooneft put into a Confufion. 
A Thoufand namelefs Graces are in fuch an Inflant 
kindled up in every Feature, and Will. onder has 
own’d to me, that he firft fell in love with his 
Miftrefs in a Fright; for which he often quotes 
that of Waller: 


So Lightninges which in Storms appears 
7 as 7 «© 
Scorch more than when the Skies are clear. 


How partial has Nature been to that Sex, 1f it 
has made their v ery Weakneis Beautiful 2 
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